SANDWICH

the death of this dangerous enemy, the men of Sandwich gave
handsome contributions to the hospital of St. Bartholomew,
for it was largely due to this saint's intervention that the victory
had been won. Further, an annual dinner was held on St.
Bartholomew's day, when the male and female pensioners at
the hospital were feasted. Sandwich played a large part in the
sea fights of the fourteenth century. Kclward 11 I and Queen
Philippa frequently visited the town on their way to France,
and it was here that King John of France came as a prisoner
after Poitiers. In 1377 Sandwich was created a wool Staple, its
wine trade was of equal importance, while the fine half timbered
Guildhall is a witness of the town's prosperity. But, like, all
the other Cinque Ports, its decline began in the fifteenth
century with the silting up of the harbour. In the ease of
Sandwich, however, this was partly due to the seizure of land
adjoining the harbour for experiments with salt-pa its by * the
most greedy and insatiable covetousness of one Cardinal
Morton, some-time Bishop of Canterbury, who, having most
part of the lands environing the said haven appropriated to
his archbishopric, stopped up the said haven at a place called
Sarre '.

By the reign of Elizabeth the town had shrunk to a third of
its former population, but this did not prevent it from giving
her a wonderful reception on the occasion of her state visit,
Sandwich records give a full account of the elaborate prepara-
tions for her welcome. * At the Sandownc gate way were a lion
and a dragon all gilt set up uppon three posts at the bridge cm!
and her arms were hanged up uppon the gate* Alt the towno
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